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Based on acreage "burned, 1953 has been a fair year for the Maine Forest Ser
vice. Fire costs, due to dry weather and increased charges for equipment and
fire fighters, have strained the department budgets.
Gypsy moth, forest tent
caterpillar, spruce budworm, and Dutch Elm Disease have been active and have kept
the pest boys very busy analyzing the problems and getting ready for control next
year.
I believe 1953 has been a year of improvement in the department.
Coopera
tive personnel, with more and better training in all fields, has made this im
provement possible.
In Augusta we will be summarizing the season soon and then start planning
for next spring. We expect to use many of the suggestions and ideas you have
given us for improvements in plans for 1954.
Thanks for your cooperation and best wishes until your next issue of "Forest
Protectors."
A. D. Nutting

This copy of "Forest Protectors" fulfills a promise made at the spring war
den training schools that there would be four issues during the 1953 season.
Joel Marsh joins with me in expressing our sincere thanks for your many contri
butions and other information of general interest. The many favorable comments
received from land-owners, wardens, fire chiefs, and others, plus requests for
additional copies, makes this house organ an established feature.
It will be our
policy and aim to continue this publication with many new id.eas and features for
1954. Good luck to all of you and watch for our spring issue.
Austin H. Wilkins

SANFCRD F O R E S T F I R E BOARD OF R E V IE W

Cn October 6, 1953* nt the Sanford Fire Station, a board of review was
held on the Sanford fire which occurred on July 31* 1953*
Some of the key
personnel who had a direct responsibility on the fire were called in to
explain the part they played in the final suppressing of the fire.
Wardens Carlton Merrill and Manley Bragdon served as a team of observers.
Supervisor Fred Holt served as chairman and conducted the meeting from an
outline especially prepared for holding boards of review. Austin Wilkins was
present as advisor.
During the discussion, certain pertinent facts and other information were
established. The primary purpose was to draw out from those participating
just what actually happened and where the errors were made, if any, and how
they could be corrected in the future.
This fire started from a work shop burning. A building fire in another
part of town left only one truck available to answer this call. Two trucks
from the Springvale Fire Station also assisted but all were busy in holding
the fire from spreading to the home of the shop owner. When t-he fire spread
to a nearby pasture, lack of equipment and men resulted in loss of the fire.
High winds pushed this fire approximately 4 miles from noon of Friday, when
the shop fire started, until 1 P.M. Friday night.
Some o f th e le s s o n s b r o u g h t o u t a t t h i s r e v i e w :
1.

C i v i l D e fe n s e s e r v i c e s a re n o t f r e e .
any o th e r s e r v ic e .

The to w n p a y s f o r

th e s e l i k e

2.

C h e c k in g s t a t i o n s w o u ld p a y o f f t o c o n t r o l f l o w o f men and e q u ip m e n t
i n and o u t o f f i r e a r e a .

3.

F e e d in g c o s ts more th a n m ost w a rd e n s r e a l i z e .

4.

B r e a k u p o f r e g u l a r f i r e d e p a r tm e n t p e r s o n n e l to be u s e d a s s tr a w
b o s s e s f o r v o l u n t e e r crew s i s n e c e s s a r y t o g e t f u l l use o f m anpow er.

A l l th o s e a t t e n d i n g t h e b o a r d o f r e v i e w f e l t t h a t much was a c c o m p lis h e d
a n d t h a t b o a r d s o f r e v ie w s h o u ld be h e ld as soon a s p o s s i b l e a f t e r e a c h f i r e .
I n th e p r e p a r a t i o n o f s t a t e f i r e p la n s t h i s w i l l u n d o u b te d ly be in c lu d e d as
p a r t o f th e p o l i c y .
O u r th a n k s go to th o s e who so w i l l i n g l y e x p r e s s e d t h e i r v ie w p o in t s and
e x p e r ie n c e s t h e y h a d w h ile a s s i s t i n g i n th e s u p p r e s s io n o f t h i s f i r e .

Attention: Last year the office received an accident report which
described how the accident occurred.
"Tardie was engaged in picking up and
loading fire hose on a motor truck when a J1LLF0KE struck him in the right side
as he was riding along a narrow woods road on a truck."
Question: We would appreciate it if some of you who read "Forest Pro
tectors" would write in your version as to what a JILLPOKF is.
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FORESTRY EXHIBIT AT EASTERN STATES EXPOSITION
Springfield, Mass., September 21-27/53

The Maine Forest Service set up a unique forest fire exhibit in the
Maine Building at the Eastern States Exposition. The general theme was to
show the contrast between a green forest and a burned area with "Smokey" as
the central attraction.
Through the courtesy of the Fish and Game Department, several stuffed
animals and birds were lent to make the green forest a little more realistic.
Of particular interest was the burnt scene which was an exact duplication of
an 18 x 18' spot of the real Sanford fire. All burned material in this space
was carefully picked up and taken down to Springfield and set up. Many
favorable comments were heard regarding how realistic the fire looked. A
little card was made giving a history of the fire. Appropriate fire warning
signs and posters were distributed throughout the exhibit.
Smokey greeted the public and was one of the features of the Maine Building.
Thousands of children had an opportunity to learn about forest fire prevention
from "Smokey" and the adults enjoyed watching their children learn the lesson
of good forest fire prevention. Cur thanks go to A1 Willis for successfully
operating "Smokey" during the long period of the Exposition.
In attendance
at the exhibit for this display were Farm Foresters Blynn Merrill, Elwin
Maconiber, Wardens Albert Willis, Horace Remick, and John Walker.
A rather interesting aftermath of this exhibit was a letter received from
a little girl in Springfield.
In the letter she explained that she was
impressed by "Smokey" and that she came back three times to see him and asked
in the letter for his picture.
"Smokey" was glad to comply by sending a
picture of himself, stamps, and Keep Maine Green literature. One never knows
where seed can be planted in the fertile minds of young people which may bear
fruit in later years as good forest conservationists.

Bob Pendletion, Supervisor, and
Buster Tingley, Assistant Super
visor, have been praying for
rain as they want to go hunting.

Comment:
The department can't
get them to do this during the
normal fire season, but during
the hunting season it's a
different story.
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THE MAINE Oil. ESSAY CONTEST

Deputy Forest Commissioner Austin Wilkins was one of the judges in the Maine
Oil Industry contest, serving with Edward H. Kessler, Jr., executive vice
president of the Creater Portland Chamber of Commerce, and William D. Ramsey,
state chairman of the Maine Oil Industry Information Committee.
This contest was open to all high school students throughout the state. The
subject was "Conservation - Key to the Future." Forty essays were sent in and
screened down to six final papers. The committee contest judges of Wilkins,
Kessler, and Ramsey made the final grading. First prize went to Chester Lopaz,
a senior at Deering High School with the award of a three-day plane trip to
Houston, Texas, with accommodations at the Shamrock Hotel.
Second prize went
to Reginald Bartholomew, Portland High School senior, with an award of a plane
trip to Philadelphia visiting historical places of interest, Each winner had a
choice of taking a guest or parent with him.
These two essays were so well written that they are included in this issue
of FOREST PROTECTORS.
CONSERVATION - KEY TO THE FUTURE
First Prize - Chester Lopaz
Today, the United States is holding the economic leadership of the world in
her grasp; and we, her populace, are enjoying a standard of living heretofore
unknown in history. The reason for this unprecedented prosperity lies in our
rich endowment of natural resources. Our forests, water, and minerals have given
us a life of comfort and good fortune; without them, we would be nothing.
One has only to cast a glance at poverty-stricken China to realize this.
China's resources are sadly depleted. Year after year, tremendous floods sweep
down upon the land and carry away the topsoil which is essential in the agricul
tural productivity of any country.
The result is that China's soil is barren
and her people are consequently hungry.
This same tragedy is common in many other countries. Resources have been
used carelessly with no thought to the future. We, ourselves, have been guilty
in the past of committing this sin of extravagance and waste.
It has been but
recently that we have waked to the fact in order to save our valuable natural
assets, we must conserve.
In accordance with this, a vast project of national conservation has been
undertaken, and is proving to be an immense success, particularly in the reforesta
tion and mineral programs. The definition of conservation, however, when applied
to reforestation, means the replacing of the trees which have been cut down;
whereas conservation in the mineral industry presents another problem entirely.
Minerals, such as petroleum can be used only once, after which they are lost to
us forever.
Let us take oil as an example. The life of an oil well can perhaps be
better understood if it is compared with the life of something we all are well
acquainted with - ourselves.
In a number of ways they are distinctly parallel.
The past few decades have seen a spectacular jump in the life span of the
American people, and an equally spectacular increase in the longevity of the oil
well.
The prime reason in both cases is the vast improvement in methods of con
servation. The average American lives longer today because the discoveries in
the field of medicine have led to the revitalization of worn-out parts in his

-3body and the slowing down of his deterioration rate. Likewise, the oil well has
a longer period of productivity because the work of chemical scientists, geo
physicists, and engineers has prevented a too rapid departure of the oil from the
ground, and has improved ways of recovering as much of it as possible. The life
of an oil well can be extended only so far, however, and must eventually expire,
even as the life span of man can be stretched indefinitely, but never eternally.
Thus, we know that, although we now have oil, someday we shall not have it; and
we are seeking effective substitutes in preparation for that inevitable time.
Forests will last as long as we replace them, but of oil there is only one harvest.
In conservation lies the key to our future success and prosperity. As long
as we have sizable amounts of forests and minerals, our economic stability is safe.
How long we can keep them depends entirely on our own efforts.
Conservation
methods have improved greatly in the past decade, and if they continue to do so
at such a rate, we shall have little to worry about. But the danger lies in
slacking off, and in taking our resources for granted. We must constantly remind
ourselves that in order to keep we must conserve.

CONSERVATION-KEY TO THE FUTURE
Second Prize - Reginald Bartholomew
One of the most important problems confronting any civilized country today
is the conservation of natural resources, water supplies, forests, soil, wild
life, and minerals of all kinds. When the white men first came to our continent
they found a great abundance of all kinds of natural resources. Literally
thousands of acres of forests, teaming with wild life, clothed mountains and
plains containing rich mineral deposits of all types.
It is this abundance of
God-given riches that we have been so fortunate to be endowed with that has made
our country the most productive and powerful in the world today.
However, in the development of these resources, thousands of acres of forests
and farm lands, and large deposits of minerals have been and are being wasted and
abused. Streams and rivers were polluted by factory waste and sewage. Of course,
this destruction and waste of our resources was and is not carried on wilfully.
It is difficult for people to realize, being aware of the magnitude of our riches,
that all that is lost through waste and incorrect methods can never be replaced.
People do not realize that if our forests are destroyed, our minerals wasted, and
our soil is allowed to be blown or washed away, our country will actually become
impoverished and unhabitable.
China, for instance, is a good example. For
centuries this country allowed its forests and farm lands to be exploited without
conservation, until today, this once mighty nation is so barren that its people
are just barely able to eke out a miserable existence.
In Europe also, threefourths of the forests have been destroyed. And the amount is much greater in
Asia. Let us profit from these examples so that the same fate will not befall
us.
It is true that steps have been taken, but we must improve and increase what
is being done. We must realize even more that conservation is, indeed, the "Key
to the Future" - the future of American productivity and prosperity upon which
our country stands.
Today, the conservation movement which had its start in 1871 is encouraging.
Individual states now maintain conservation agencies which work in close coopera
tion with Federal agencies.
This conservation program is already showing en
couraging results. Our Federal Government has recognized that fact that any
genuine reform in conservation must make use of education in order to be lasting.
Many private organizations such as the Boy and Girl Scouts, National Association
of Audobon Societies, American Nature Society, etc., carry on a good deal of the
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fine educational work in connection with conservation.
One manner in which the government can continue to wage its relentless
battle against the waste and abuse of our resources in an even more extensive
manner is by working in closer collaboration with the many private lumbering firms,
oil companies, ore manufacturers, etc.
If representatives from the leading orga
nizations employing the natural resources were able to meet with representatives
of Federal conservation agencies on a special board set up for the purpose,
problems of wastage, abusal, methods, laws, etc., could be readily solved.
Science also is contributing its share towards conservation. Through re
search, more and better uses of our resources are constantly being developed.
Oil, for instance, is a resource which is being developed today on a greater
scale than any other mineral. There are literally hundreds of by-products manu
factured from what was formerly considered useless. And this is also the case
with many other resources.
Although the foregoing methods are efficient, the greatest aid in conserva
tion by far, is education.
If it can be brought home to the people themselves
that our resources are like a bank account - if you keep withdrawing and never
depositing you will end with nothing - we will need never fear the depletion of
our natural resources. This can be done by a greater distribution of literature
concerning conservation, speakers on the subject, through the mediums of radio,
newspapers, and television. Perhaps even through the schools where conservation
could be presented as a study.
Whatever the method, we must learn the importance of conservation. Let us
not treat our God-given riches shabbily, but be aware of their true value, and
be grateful that we have been endowed with them. Let us preserve this great
natural heritage for the generations to come that they may benefit from it as we
have.
As has been stated, Conservation is, indeed, the "Key to the Future" - to
the future of American productivity, prosperity, and strength, which enable us to
enjoy the principles for which America stands.

New way of felling trees
From weekly report of Ken Hinkley,
Oct. 12/53
"Cutting hackmatack for seawall at
Cupsuptic.
Hung one on a pine
limb, Waylan Williams brought it
down with a shot from 22 pistol."

Comment:

That so-called 22 should
be a good game getter.
How about borrowing it
for the hunting season?

RECIPE FOR CLE.AR WRITING
by
Dr. Edgar Hale
Bureau of Educational Research, Ohio State University
(Editor's Note:
sonnel. )

This information should be helpful, to Maine Forest Service per

Here are some questions an author might ask himself as a guide to clear writin
Audience and purpose
1. For whom is my material written:
2. What is the central idea? What is the main point I'm trying to get across?
3* Where will people get this publication?
4. What will they do with it?
Then, in terms of the answers to these questions:
5. Is the material well organized?
6. Are the ideas presented in logical order? That is, can the reader follow
me easily, step by step?
7. How many different ideas have I mentioned?
8. Is each idea really pertinent and essential to my main point?
9. Is each idea clearly developed and explained?
10. Have I used enough explanatory material? Too much?
11. Are all my sentences clear and quickly grasped?
12. Are my paragraphs short enough so that the reader won't get lost or bored?
13. Are important points made to stand out?
14. Have I used subheads aptly— where they direct a desired shift of reader
attention? Where they add punch to the copy?
15. Have I used questions-and-answers effectively?
Vocabulary
16. Have I used familiar terms wherever possible?
17. Have I omitted nonessential technical terminology?
Summarization
18. Have I summarized the main points briefly, memorably, and in the right
places?
19. Have I repeated important information in different forms throughout?
Personalization
20. Does my writing have a warm, friendly tone?
21. Does it read like informal talk?
22. Does it talk about the problem in terms of people rather than in terms of
abstractions and technicalities?
23* Have I used concrete examples wherever I could?
24, Have I used personal pronouns wherever possible?
(Note: Because of strong
tradition and the fact that in purely scientific work the subject investi
gated rather than the investigator is of prime importance, we should go
slow in applying this and points 20 - 22 in USDA Circulars, Technical
Bulletins, etc.-R.T.H.)
23 . Does it usually go from the specific to the general, rather than the
opposite?
26. Is the publication attractive?
27. Does it look like easy reading?
28. Does it tell the reader satisfactorily why he should know or do what I'm
telling him?
29. Does it tell him just how to do the things he should and where?
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by
Charles Bragdon

As I sit here correcting the danger station reports with the same mistakes
as before, I wondered if writing this wee bit of a poem might help to bring
up the score.
Now as we start off a new sheet every month
We'll first put our name on the line.
Next comes the name of the station we run
Whether Ossipee, High Cut, or mine.
Then next write in "Woods" in my case anyway
or "Open" if that's what you got
It will save the person that checks these reports the bother of looking it up.
And now that last rain from the month before
How much and when did it fall
They are hard to correct if we don't have that
We've nothing to go on at all.
And now we'll proceed where it says column 2 where the state of vegetation
is shown.
Fill in every day with a G, T, or C, this factor must always be known.
Now next column 3$ Fuel Moisture percent. Record to the tenth at all times
up to 20 percent, after that just by halves will suffice.
I'm sure every
thing will be fine.
Now comes column 4 where the wind will be shown.
This shouldn't be hard to do
In your shelter there's a correction chart where it's all figured out for you.
And now we will skip to 12 through 15 where precipitation comes in.
Now this is the place where we all make mistakes so with column 12 we'll begin.
In this column we'd enter the time of the rain.
If it started while we were abed and asleep
Then DN will suffice, understand?

That is as near as we can.

Now column 1 3 . All rains have to end.
If it doesn't end by five, write
continued. Next day column 12 write continued again and in 13 show time that
it ended.
Here's column 14, this shouldn't be hard.
Just write in the amount like it reads
If you do this each day at five, I'm sure we will all be very well pleased.
Now column 15 is tricky at times and requires a bit of attention,
One little slip in recording precipitation and some bad mistakes I will men
tion.
Now do not record small rains in this space, by small I mean under a quarter.
(.25) Because anything under this small amount really isn't much water.
Now never add rains when the moisture is down in between them below 20 percent.
If you do then you're wrong and you'll get a red mark
And you'll see where your hundred just went.
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Danger Station Reporting Cont.
But if the fuel moisture stays twenty or over
Then total these rains and carry them over.
Small rain after larger is the only exception that I think you need worry
about.
If it increases the index on your danger meter, then from column 15 leave it
out.
Now column 16 is really quite simple, if we stop and think just a bit.
Fuel moisture is what gives us the answer to this or anyway most of it.
Now after a rain that's in column fifteen
If the fuel moisture doesn't drop below*
Then record a zero in column sixteen
It didn't dry out that will show.

*below 20%

If the fuel moisture stays twenty or more, even for several days
Record that zero until it drops
That's what the red book says.
But once below twenty the moisture has dropped, then record "1" by good friend,
and keep on recording consecutive days. Fill in sixteen a rain shows again.
Column 17 is not hard to do, or that's what most folks say
In this column you simply put the highest index for the day,
If everyone spent as much time in making out their reports each month as I
have spent in trying to write this oversized mess of junk, I am sure next
month when your reports came in there'd be nothing for us to do except write
in the corner one hundred percent and mail them back to you.
But if by chance your sheet comes back with a red check mark or two
If you don't understand, drop Willis a line
He'll be glad to explain it to you.

The following incident which occurred
at the Tramway during the visit of
the U. S. Forest Service inspection
team is worthy of comment.
A feature of the stop-over was a ride
in the putt-putt up the old Tramway
railroad tracks. Just as the party
was ready for the return trip, two of
the U. S. Forest Service men started
to smoke and seated themselves on the
hand car. Chief Warden Bill Smart
said very diplomatically, "It is our
policy never to smoke while riding on
the putt-putt" and suggested a smoke
period before starting.

missioner and hi's Depidty.
prevention.

This was particularly noticed by the Forest Com
Our thanks go to Bill Smart for carrying out good fire
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Around this time of the year the Blister Rust office receives
numerous calls irom pine owners asking for advice on what is the trouble
with their pines. All of a sudden they seem to "be dying. This usually
turns out to he nothing more than the normal fall defoliation of the
previous season's needle growth.
The Eastern White Pine (Pinus strohus)
generally retains two year needle growth during the summer season, carrying
only the current year's growth of needles over winter. Our Western White
Pine (P. Monticola) carries three and sometimes four year needle growth
throughout its life.
Recently a call came in from a property owner in the city of Auburn.
On examination of the dying pines, it was discovered that a neighbor had
treated a nearby drainage area with crank case oil for mosquito control.
The surrounding pines were dying as a result of the treatment. Moral Crank case oil is not suitable as a liquid fertilizer.

Incidentally, we have had numerous calls where pines were dying and
find that calcium chloride has been used for weed control on tennis courts
or has been applied to road and driveways to melt snow and ice. White pines
will be killed if growing in the vicinity where drainage comes in contact
with the root system or even if trunks are sprayed by passing cars. Mature
white pines have been found dead or dying as the result of this condition.
However, not all calls are due to natural conditions for in numerous
cases blister rust is the cause of the trouble. When this is the trouble
owners are advised of conditions and suggestions are made regarding the
individual cases.
of
Another season/blister rust control work has been added to a long time
program.
The 1953 program marks the 35tM consecutive year that organized
blister rust control has been carried on in the state. Thousands of acres
of white pine have received protection and many thousands of trees harvested
which would have been destroyed if they had not received protection from
this disease. During the eradication program just completed, control has
been established on 168,000 acres and over 588,000 ribcs have been removed.
Acreage placed on maintenance where a minimum of additional control work
will be required has reached approximately 54% of the total acreage justify
ing control measures.
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ENTOMOLOGY

The fire warden force again cooperated splendidly with the entomology
division by sending in 1196 insect collections this year.
These together with
collections by the forest insect rangers and entomology staff should total over
3000 and have kept Dr. Brower and assistants busy identifying and classifying
the collections. Collections are still being made. The wardens also made
estimates on the dead and dying beech in their districts.
These averaged 26.17
dead and 16.72 dying. Their general impression was that the remaining birch is
improving.
A group meeting with all the insect rangers was held at the laboratory,
October 12, to summarize the work of the year and to bring up points whereby
the work can be improved upon next year. Harry Dyer, who had the Rangeley-Dead
River area, has resigned to accept year around work. Henry Willett and James
Holmes have just finished for the season. George McGinley is to help on Gypsy
Moth quarantine work, inspecting Christmas tree shipments until mid-December.
Manning and Bullock have come onto their regular fall and winter work on beech
and birch projects.
The change over of Gypsy and Browntail Moth control and part of the quaran
tine work to the entomology department has added a great deal of work, especially
this year when the outbreak is the most severe in the history of the insect in
Maine. The initial survey work was done by H. B. Peirson, George LaBonte, and
Stan Hood. E-*ery call for assistance has received personal attention. On
August 13* Larry Freeman was employed to carry on the Gypsy Moth work. All
areas needing spraying are being mapped and excellent progress is being made in
getting financial and other cooperation from towns, camps, and lake shore
summer colonies.
Bob Nash has been busy with his hardwood insect studies on beech and birch.
Much of our field force are now working on this project, checking on bronze
birch borer plots, birch reproduction areas where seeding and planting are
being tried, and on beech scale and Nectria plots.

Stan Hood, entomologist in the
Augusta office, found a way to
beat the cost of living by
sending his two girls out
Halloween with large pack baskets
for a "Tricks or Treat" campaign.
It was understood that last year
he received enough food to last
the family for a week. He hopes
to do better this year.
Comment:

Any added income should
be filed with your
gross salary for
income tax deduction.

12Entomology Cont.

Stan Hood spent most of the season on Spruce Budworm surveys in northern
Maine and made two trips over into New Brunswick where an extensive spray
project was in progress. He is now summarizing the field data.
Ed Grove has continued his work on scouting for the Dutch Elm Disease,
working up municipal shade tree programs, and worming out the role of bark
beetles as carriers of the Dutch Elm Disease in Maine. Very few Dutch Elm
diseased trees were found this year. All were in southern Maine.
The tick spraying project in which 12,000 acres were sprayed by heliocopter
was carefully checked and proved very effective. A number of the entomology per
sonnel assisted in this project - Peirson, Nash, Grove, Bullock, and Manning.
Stan Hood and three of the insect rangers have just completed checking our
White Pine Weevil study plots. There was a big increase of weeviling in the
Brunswick area.
Rangers Frank Manning and Harold Bullock are surveying areas stripped by
the Forest Tent Caterpillar to check on parasites and numbers of egg masses to
determine what to expect in 1934. They are also taking increment borings to
note retardation due to heavy defoliation of this year.
A meeting with Federal Quarantine Inspectors was held at the laboratory,
October 14. Men from the headquarters at Greenfield, Mass., New Hampshire,
and Maine were present. The inspection of lumber, pulpwood, nursery stock,
and Christmas trees is a big job. The object is to prevent the spread of the
Gypsy Moth from infested areas into uninfested territory. The Maine Forest
Service cooperates in this work. At the present time, so-called lot inspection
work is being done in areas where Christmas trees are going to be cut. This
is much easier than inspecting the cut trees.

When working on beech and birch plots,
instead of quitting when it gets
dark, Bob Nash, entomologist, is having
his assistant hold matches to read the
numbers on the trees examined.
Comment:

The department is considering
ordering some forester's
head flashlights so he can
continue his night work.

Additional comment: We hear that Bob's
assistants are carrying
additional food rations to
meet with a situation like
this I!
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The recent dedication on October 3 of a new fire station at Tenants
Harbor in the town of St. George was a fine example of private enterprise
and interest of town citizens to improve fire protection for buildings and
woods.
A building committee was appointed to make a report at the town meeting.
It was decided to build a two stall cement block fire station at Tenants Harbor.
The wise planning called for a fire station large enough with the thought that
in future years the town would purchase and build additional fire equipment.
Deputy Forest Commissioner Austin Wilkins was present at the dedication.
The local town band played the National Anthem with a flag raising. Brief
talks were made by Austin Wilkins, selectmen, and the town forest fire warden.
The building was officially dedicated by backing the truck into the new
building and breaking a ribbon which hung across the entrance.
The ceremony
ended with refreshments prepared and served by the Ladies' Auxiliary.
This fire station is one of a series of enterprises carried on in small
towns and speaks well for the efforts of the local people to do something for
themselves.
In addition to the building the town plans to organize a volunteer
fire company.
Our congratulations Ko to the town of St. George and the far-sighted
people for jimproving fire protection in their town.

A snowstorm in early October
necessitated dropping a pair of
snowshoes from a plane, piloted
by Earl Crabb, on to Bigelow Mt.
to enable the watchman to travel
from his camp to the tower on
18 inches of snow.
Overheard Blue Hill "Bill" ask
Bigelow why he couldn't use the
snowshoes.
"Too small, I wear a size 12 shoe, M
replied Bigelow,
"Use the covers the shoes came in, H
suggested Blue Hill Bill.
"I would but I've lost them"
answered Bigelow.

Comment:

Anyone related to "Suitcase
Simpson" should not need
snowshoes!!
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As Taken from THE WILTON TIMES
HELD MAN RETIRING AFTER 22 SEASONS IN MT. BLUE TOWER
B y Brad Crafts

Ezra Noyes of Weld is retiring this fall after 22 years of manning the
lookout tower atop Mount Blue for the Maine Forestry Service. Last Friday
evening, Noyes was asked to come down from the mountain top to attend a meeting
of town and state forestry wardens in District Two who met at the Weld Firemen's
Hall.
As an ardent member of the Forestry Service, Noyes was happy to join the
meeting and one of his friends arranged transportation to the hall. But he
didn't know he was the guest of honor.
Ezra Noyes was a surprised and impressed 69-year-old veteran of tower
watching when Austin Wilkins, deputy fire commissioner for the state, presented
Noyes a certificate of appreciation for 22 seasons as watchman atop Mount Blue.
The certificate was signed hy all of his fellow state workers in the
district and town wardens and deputies in the area. Noyes was also presented a
purse of money from the wardens attending.
Has Seen Growth
Noyes climbed Mt. Blue many times as a youngster, never realizing that in
1932 he would commence making daily climbs up the steep mountainside to sit in
the tall steel tower and watch for that sign of destruction by fire-smoke.
During the past 22 years, he has seen the Forestry Service and its fire fighting
methods grow from an infant service to its large, sprawling net-work of towers
scattered throughout the state. These towers are always in contact with each
other, and also the forestry wardens at their stations and in their trucks by
the use of short-wave radio.
When Noyes first called in regards to a fire, the telephone was his only
means of communication. He would call a farmer near the fire, or a fire depart
ment in that vicinity. Over the past 20 years, he has seen the growth of fire
departments and the state forestry fire equipment to the extent that nearly
every town within his view from Mt. Blue is fully equipped to combat any forest
fire.
Noyes has been a faithful and conscientious tower watchman. Many days he
has put his work ahead of sickness and climbed the mountain.
In his younger
years, Ezra states that he used to run up most of the mountain, and "walk fast*
up the steep sections.
About two years ago, Noyes slipped on the ice and broke his hip. This
accident has caused him some trouble in climbing the mountain. He has erected,
through the cooperation of his fellow forestry wardens, a small camp adjacent
to the tower in which to retreat in case of a thunder-shower. His regular camp
is located about one-half mile down the mountain side near a large spring. All
this summer he has climbed the mountain from the camp daily in spite of his
inability to walk steady because of the hip injury.
Pin-point Directions
His ability to spot fire accurately has won commendation from his fellow
workers and the many town wardens. Many times he has pin-pointed a fire from
the tower and from his report 200 yards of his descriptive point. He knows
every patch of fields and woods within the view of the forestry lookout tower,
and the map on the table in the tower is just another fixture as far as Noyes
is concerned.
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Attending the banquet besides Wilkins were Fred Holt of the Forestry
Service in Augusta, Warden Wilbur Libby of District No. 2, Seasonal Wardens
Eastman of Lovell, his son Phil Noyes of Weld, and Perry Judkins of Mechanic
Falls; Tower-watchmen R. Dunning of Mt. Zircon, Henry Bridgham of Streaked Mt.,
Henry Fox of Sabattus Mt. and Luther Smith of Pleasant Mt. There were 17 town
wardens and 20 deputy town wardens also attending the banquet.
Preceding the presentation of gifts to Mr. Noyes, movies were shown by
Warden Libby on how to combat forest fires with the least amount of water. Libby
also showed colored slides of the towers and equipment storehouses in the dis
trict.
Refreshments were served by the wardens of the district and a special
"Keep Maine Green" cake presented Noyes.
Noyes is retiring this fall after the tower is closed for the season of
fire watching, and will retire to his Weld home. There he will recollect many
of his incidents as a tower watchman and host to the many who have climbed up
into the tower. His experiences have been many and varied, from entertaining a
bear, to a woman who got stuck in the small hole in the floor that is the
entrance to the small building atop the tower.

"Dear Austin and Fred:
I want to thank you again for coming to Weld on October 16. You went
to a lot of trouble to come.
I want you to thank Mr. Nutting for his very
nice letter.
I shall always remember the years I have spent up there, the friends
I have made. The whole department has used me good and through the years
I have tried to do my work well.
When I come to Augusta I shall call and when any of you are up to Weld
call and see me.
I shall be glad to see you."
Yours truly,
Ezra G. Noyes

Ronald Simon was cutting
firewood and parked his car
nearby.
Wind threw the tree back and
crashed across the Jeep.
Incidentally, the insurance
policy was to expire the
next day.
Moral of this story: Safety!!
Park your truck out of range
of any possible danger from
tree felling.
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The following editorial by Associate Editor Ben Hur Lampman has been widely
circulated since it first appeared in the Portland Oregonian:
If you have loved the glimpse of a doe and a fawn in the bracken at morning,
when the mists rise out of the little valley; and the resonant call of the grouse
in the sentinel firs; and the sad sweetness of wild pigeons, calling one to
another; and the wood duck low to the water; and the red rabbit that comes to the
sand bar at dawn, out of the blackberry tangle---If you have loved all these, and
love them still, be careful of fire in the forest.
If you have loved the deep, cool shadows of noon, with a hawk circling; the
charmed stillness of the drowsy woodland, smelling of fern and resin and berry;
and a peace that flows outward and inward, like a great pulse in harmony; and
the knowledge that here is no urgency, nor ever has been; and a pendant vine
drooping with purple berries---if you have one time loved these, and had healing
from them, be careful of fire in the forest.
If you have loved the lengthening shadows that come from the forest at
evening, when the deer steal forth again, and the plumed quail; the awareness
that at twilight the near hills draw nearer; if you have loved, in that listen
ing stillness, the splash of a fine trout rising, or a sea-run salmon ascending
the river; the assurance, somehow, that you are not alien to the trees, to the
evening, nor to the creator of these; if you have loved all this, and these,
and are grateful, be careful of fire in the forest.
August Issue, 1933 - READER'S DIGEST.

New England woodlands have been estimated to grow an average of 60 board feet
per acre each year. Maine has many demonstration plots that have and are
growing over 1,000 board feet per acre per year.

"Smokey," Maine's Fire Prevention Bear
visited a girls' camp this summer. The
Camp Director introduced Smokey to some
of the councilors, including a good
looking young woman swimming instructor.
Smokey immediately told the group he was
very much interested in receiving
swimming instructions. That, of course,
got a big laugh from the girls.
For a joke, after the girls had left the
hall, the Director invited Smokey to
stay for some swimming.
Smokey answered
by saying, "The only trouble is that
when I go swimming I'm all Bear and
when I come out, I'm still all bear,
Maine's Fire Prevention Bear. Because
of this embarrassment Smokey refused
the invitation.
Comment:

Smokey refused but what did his assistant do?
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EXTRACTS FROM WEEKLY REPORTS

"Received third edition of Forest Protectors. Very interesting incident
reported."
Emery Grant - Sept. 20/53
"I tried to locate an old wooden water tank to have on a truck to he used
along the roads in case of fire hut the old tanks are rotted and can't he
repaired.
I have made arrangements to get a couple of iron tanks for next
season from Mr. Phillas Chouinard, the owner of a mill in this area."
Harold Pelletier, Sept. 13/53*
"Had two fires start roadside from kerosene flares on highway work in Cornish.
Worth talking over with highway department.
See if I could use something
"besides jug of damn fire burning all night where car can kick into ditch."
Kenneth Day, July 6/53
"Worked around headquarters cleaning yard and splitting fuel wood, contacted
Mr. William H. Robinson in regards to cleaning or bulldozing the stumps and
dry tops from around his lumber camp on Twp. 15, R. 15* WELS."
Harold Pelletier, August 4/53
"All the Aroostook Walors gang appeared pleased to receive the Forest Pro
tectors, Vol. 1, No. 3* and are hashing it over whereas they all are getting
something out of it.
Harold Weeks, Sept. 19/53
"Left Camel Depot at 7 A.M. A bull moose went down road ahead of truck for
l-l/2 miles and attained a speed of 30 miles per hour before taking off the
graveled road.
I think that probably it was the same moose that got into
the Rocky Mt.-Camel Depot telephone line the day before and caused a 12 mile
hike for Ronald Simon on this date, Sept. 25, to find and repair same, 6 miles
to break from graveled road and six miles return to his truck."
Stanley Drake, Sept. 27/53
"On way home from East Millinocket Saturday night about 8:30 P.M. found old
tire burning. Had caught in grass some. No one around. Put out with glass
jug had in car.
Side of road next to flowage below road that goes into
Madden's mill."
Emery Grant, Sept. 13/53
"Worked on equipment and tools cleaning storehouse, etc. Talked with eight
young men about starting a training schedule. They are interested in
forming a hot shot crew. Plan to have one meeting per week."
Earle Williams, August 22/53
"Critique on exercise. Return to Rangeley P.M. Think I gained some knowledge
from this training session.
I appreciate the opportunity to serve as Fire
Boss on exercise.
It was very good experience."
Kenneth Hinklcy, August 31/53
"Fire at Hampy Caron's sporting camps in center of northeast quarter of
T. 8, R. 1 3 , on Eagle Lake. Camp completely destroyed - cause unknown probabilities spontaneous combustion or squirrels in camp knocking over
glass jar which contained matches. No damage to forest except scorching of
three trees, 1 cedar, 2 spruce, near camp. Time discovered 7:15 - pump
started 7:25 - run 5u hours.
Donald Gardner, June 16/51
"Rainy, started home, ran into a large Black bear. Hit him with the Jeep head
on, put me into the ditch. Had to be hauled into road by forestry Jeep.
The
bear got away."
Perley Paine, Sept. 6/52

-
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FARM SERVICE FORESTERS

For approximately a year, farm foresters in their spare time have been
working on a town-owned land survey and it is rapidly approaching completion.
A few towns remain to obtain the information needed. Putting the information
down on paper was the simplest part of the job, getting the town fathers to
settle down to give the information was the real hard job. Actually, when it
was done many of the selectmen thanked us as it was the first time they had
ever consolidated this kind of information for their town.
It consists of
town forest, school forest, tax delinquent land, water supply forests, etc.
As soon as all the information is in, it will be compiled on a county basis
for the state as a whole. This information should be very helpful in analyzing
the problem of how much land in a town is publicly owned, what the plans are
for it, and what the State Forest Service can do to help. Until the size and
scope of the project is known, it is not possible to help with the problem.
The farm foresters will help the towns in planning a program for these lands.
Bill Adams has joined the ranks of the'Happy Home Helper" (of banks that
take mortgages). He has purchased a country estate in Readfield and has
already become a solid citizen of the town. In fact, as he was moving the
furniture in on a Friday, a nice old lady came up from behind him and before
he could defend himself (by lowering the davenport to the floor) she had him
sold on giving the Readfield Grange a talk on forestry the next night. Mileage
none: distance 250 feet.
Interesting thing about buying a home in the country,
when they show it there is water in the well, when you move in, no well. Bill
has a hammer and is thinking of purchasing a hand saw to go along with it so
that he can make all necessary repairs.
Harold Kilbreth and Bob Umberger are sweating it out whether they will
have to move from rented quarters or not with the landlords breathing close
on their necks.
It would seem if they can successfully sell good cutting
practices to tough Maine farmers they should be able to convince a landlord
to let them stay in his house.
It is a relatively minor job compared to
forestry.

Mrs. Lionel Caron of Nine Mile started across the bridge one day and met one
of our Maine moose coming the other way. As the animal continued coming towards
her, she finally fled in the direction of the camp only to become stranded on
n
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,
ton of a shed
Comment:
Nothing like having company while Lionel is awayt
*
roof

Farm Service Foresters Cont.

All farm foresters, plus Bob Nash and George LaBonte, are working on the
Timber Resource Review, a cooperative project with the U. S. Forest Service.
This review is nationwide and covers all phases of our timber resources. This
particular phase of the project deals with the productivity of the land to
reproduce itself to good species. Each forester has 3-4 plots of 4 square
miles in which they have to check many phases of the land and its productivity
A week's training school in Augusta preceded the field work.
Steve Orach
probably had the best deal of the bunch on this as his house set right in the
middle of one of his sample units and it is understood that most of the work
could be done sitting at the window in an easy chair (he will appreciate this)
While no one has said this, it is understood from confidential sources that
the reason the farm foresters were chosen for this job is because of the fact
that they know quite a bit about this sort of thing having had an average
birth rate of 1-1/2 children per forester in the 2-l/2 years the project has
been in existence.
Lawrence, Arsenault, Burgess, Orach, and Dinneen journeyed to Stowe,
Vermont to participate in the summer meeting of the Society of American
Foresters. This was a very interesting meeting and the Maine foresters did
their share in trying to keep the discussions interesting. Looking at the
quality and size of the hardwoods that they grow in that section of Vermont
makes a poor forester from Maine sick with envy when he compares many of the
ravaged areas and poor sites that our hardwoods must grow on.

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MAINE FORESTRY DEPARTMENT
On October 1, 2, and 3. 1953* the University of Maine celebrated the
fiftieth anniversary of the Forestry Department. Elaborate plans were made
for this anniversary with many forestry alumni returning.
Interesting papers
were read, climaxed by a convocation in Memorial Gymn and the conferring of
honorary Doctor of Science degrees on Dwight B. Demeritt of the Dead River
Company and Louis J. Freedman of the Penobscot Development Company. Other
highlights were talks by George A. Garratt, Dean, Yale School of Forestry,
and the Hon. Douglas McKay, Secretary of the Interior.
"Smokey" stationed at the Union Building greeted approximately 700 re
turning alumni students and guests. The Maine Forest Service contributed
several exhibits along with others contributed by private industry.
Our congratulations go to the University of Maine on the Golden Anniver
sary of its forestry department. May the next fifty years be even more
successful.

Forest Commissioner Nutting on his return from Kentucky, attending the
annual meeting of State Foresters, reported on the meeting and contacts made
with other state foresters. One state forester spoke of "windshield surveys".
How many of you wardens have completed your "windshield survey" of slash con
ditions in your district? This past summer there have been several viola
tions and court convictions. As you probably know, this office is making it
a priority in the duties of the wardens to check on slash in their respective
districts.
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PATS
.... to District 5 wardens on the perfect record for July acknowledging
the daily 7:15 A.M. weather report.
.... to Howard Rowell and Manley Nelson on the damage appraisal report
showing real effort to make a thorough job of classifying land according
to growth on the area. The Palermo fire burned 200 acres consisting of
five different classes of land. These men are to be commended for making
a damage appraisal form out right.
.... to Earle Williams and Kenneth Hinktey for intelligently covering their
district in a recent plane flight with Pilot Earl Crabb for locating new
roads, slash conditions, camps, and other information useful for better
fire planning.
.... to A1 Willis for filling in so capably as the narrator for "Smokey"
during Joel Marsh's illness.
.... to Mike Ferguson on Ossipee for quickly locating the Pine Point fire
Saturday, September 12, and to Clifford Chapman for promptness and speedy
getaway of his truck and equipment to the fire. This is good coordination
and efficiency and our thanks go to both of these men.
.... to danger station observers for greatly improved work in operating their
stations,
.... to George Merrill and his most helpful wife, Effie, in scheduling Smokey
to talk in 22 school grade rooms of children while traveling in a section
of Piscataquis County.

FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF CHEER FUND
October 1, 1952 - October 1, 1953

Receipts
Balance on hand, October 1, 1952
Dues Received

Disbursements
Bank Service Charge
Flowers, Fruit, Cards, Postage
Gifts
Certificates of Appreciation
Balance on hand, October 1, 1953

$ 28.92
161.67

$192.39

2.33

61.68
87.39

15.50

167.10
$ 25.49
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SMOKEY

"Smokey" our fire prevention hear, continues his rugged pace of
appearances before schools, clubs, granges, and other groups. A study of
his diary shows he met 1,800 individuals at the Bangor Fair; 4,000 at the
Skowhegan Fair, and 3*600 at the Windsor Fair. While attending the Eastern
States Exposition in the Maine Building at Springfield, Mass., he had 30,000
people say "Hello Smokey." He also has visited 35 schools this fall and
spoken to 6,000 boys and girls throughout the state. One feature was attend
ance at a Hunter's breakfast 4:00-7:30 A.M., Congregational Church, DoverFoxcroft, on October 21, 1953*
Smokey has engagements a month ahead. Plans
are now for him to attend the State Teachers' Convention at Lewiston, Oct. 29
and 30; Farmers' Fair at University of Maine, Orono, November 14; and to con
tinue visiting new schools throughout the state.
The two following letters show Smokey's charm with young boys and girls
who are interested in forest fire prevention;
F almouth, Mai ne
Lunt School
October 7* 1933
Dear Smokey:
We are writing to thank you for coming to our school.

We had been ex

cited about your coming and we were not disappointed when we met you.

You will

be glad to know that we shall do all we can to prevent forest fires.
Sincerely yours,
Jean Ferguson
For the Fifth Grade

76 Gralia Drive
Springfield, Mass.
Oct. 6, 1933
Dear Smokey:
My name is Barbara Sherry.

I live at 76 Gralia Drive, Springfield, Mass.

I saw you at the Eastern States Exposition in West Springfield, Mass.
back three times to see you.

I went

Will you please send me a colored picture of you.
Sincerely yours,
Barbara Sherry

(Editor's Note:
This little girl drew a clever picture on the reverse side of
her letter showing a green forest and a burnt area.)
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MISCELLANEOUS

?

"As I was coming down the Nesourdnahunk road one day this summer I saw a nervous
looking New York car operator coming up. They were near a turnout and turned
way out and stopped for me to pass. As I came by, driving slowly, I stuck 1157head out of the window and opened my mouth to say, "thank you" when Chase Mt.,
coming in loud and clear over the radio said, KCB 4 2 5 ."
They gave me a queer
look and left in a shower of gravel."
(Taken from letter fpom Helon Taylor)

Recently heard over the radio:
Bluehill '*Bill" - "Mike!! Do you have acorns in your mouth?
You sound like a squirrel."
Bigelow cuts in - "No, it sounds as though he had a full cut of
George Washington tobacco."
Comment:

Mike had teeth trouble.

Our deep and sincere appreciation go to Chief Warden Earl Adams of Number Nine
District, and Jesse Harriman, watchman on Passadumkeag tower, who retire this
fall after faithful service with the department.

In the middle of September, John Walker started from Augusta with the large
truck full of equipment, stuffed deer, burned wood and debris, for the
Springfield Fair Exhibit.
While driving through Lewiston, a proprietor of one of our large sporting
lodges stopped his car in front of the state truck and came back to ask John,
"Where are you going, do you think that you can keep that deer tied up for
the long trip?" The man sure was surprised to find out that the deer was
stuffed and not alive.
On the same trip John dropped in at the Sewell Lumber Company in Lebanon to
pick up some hemlock boards. On his arrival, there was a long line of trucks
hauling logs into the yard so the state truck got into line. As he went into
the yard, the yard foreman came up to inspect his load and said, "I've seen
a lot of poor loads coming into this yard, but this is the worst one yet."

Wood is our most versatile of raw materials. Over 5*000 products can be
made from it. Among the more common are lumber, paper, furniture, fuel, etc.
Among the more uncommon are rayon, telephone sets, fountain pen and pencil
cases, alcohol, yeast, explosives, medicines, flavorings, and thousands of
other uses.
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